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Lord of the Flies: Chapter 1 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 

scar a bare rocky place on a mountainside or other steep slope; or a protruding isolated rock 
 
wacco [Brit. Slang]  excellent 
 
wizard [Brit. Slang]  excellent 
 
motif_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
enmity______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
specious____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
furtive______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
strident_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
eccentric____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
mortification_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
indignation__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
pallor_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
pliant_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
immure_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
hiatus______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
contemptuously______________________________________________________________________ 

 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 setting______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  What is the setting of this story?____________________________________________________ 
 
 point of View________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  First person____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Third person omniscient__________________________________________________________ 



 
Third person limited_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 characterization______________________________________________________________________ 
 
  direct characterization___________________________________________________________ 
 
  indirect characterization__________________________________________________________ 
 
 imply_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 infer________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What major characteristic do we get of the first boy?  
 
2.  What major characteristics do we get of the second boy? 
 
3.  What happened to the plane that made these boys stranded on the island?  
 
4.  What are the two boys’ names?  
 
5.  Why can’t Piggy run or swim?  
 
6.  How does Ralph behave when he learns what people called Piggy at home?   
 
7.  What does Ralph’s father do for a living and why does this provide hope for Ralph?  
 
8.  What did Piggy’s aunt do for a living?  And why did he live with her?   
 
9.  According to Piggy, why is it likely no one, including the people at the airport, knows where they are?  
 
10.  What does Ralph find?   
 
11.  What does Ralph use this item for?   
 
12.  What are the names of the twins?  
 
13.  Explain the outfits of the last group of boys to arrive at the platform.   
 
14.  Instead of introducing himself by Jack, how does Jack introduce himself?   
 
15.  What does Ralph suggest is necessary for helping out with their rescue?   
 
16.  What does Jack argue?   
 
17.  What does Roger suggest?   
 
18.  What three boys go on the exploration to see if they are indeed on an island?   
 



19.  What item does Jack have?   
 
20.  What job does Ralph give Piggy?  
 
21.  What type of animal do the three boys see? 
 
22.  Why does it get away?   
 
23.  What does Jack promise about “next time”?   



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 2 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 gesticulated__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 compelled___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 errant_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 martyred____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ebullience___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 mime_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  recrimination_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 tumult______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 figurative language:___________________________________________________________________ 
 

simile______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Example:____________________________________________ _________________________ 
 
 metaphor____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 symbol_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Example:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 verbal irony_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Example:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1. (pg. 33) What is rule does Ralph establish?   
 
2. (pg. 33)  Who is the only one who can interrupt someone speaking?  
 
3.  (pgs. 34 - 35)  What are two books that are mentioned that remind the boys about the adventure they hope to 
have on the island?   



4.  (pg. 35)  What description does the narrator give us of the six-year-old boy who tells the older boys what he 
has found?  
 
5.  (pg. 35)  What does this boy tell the older boys?   
 
6.  (pg. 46)  What happens to this boy?  
 
7.  (pg. 36)  What does Jack say he will do if there is a beastie?   
 
8.  (pg. 37)  What evidence does Ralph give the other boys to persuade them that they will be rescued?  
 
9.  (pg. 38)  What does Ralph suggest they do to help themselves get rescued?   
 
10.  (pg. 40) What do Ralph and Jack embarrassingly realize?   
 
11.  (pg. 40)  What does Jack suggest using to start a fire?   
 
12.  (pg. 42)  Why does Ralph think the fire is no good?   
 
13.  (pg. 42)  How does Simon defend Piggy?   
 
14.  (pg. 44)  What did the boys accidentally do?  
 
15.  (pg. 45)  What does Piggy say they should have done before starting a fire?  



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 3 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 batty  crazy 
 
 crackers   crazy 
 
 inscrutable___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

seductive____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
vicissitudes__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
compulsion__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
opaque______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 declivities___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

rapt________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
tacit________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 perceptible___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

riotous______________________________________________________________________________  
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 diction______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 plot________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Fill in the plot line with the five plot elements below: 
 

 
 
 parody______________________________________________________________________________ 



III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  Describe Jack.  What is he wearing?  What looks different now from when he first arrived on the island?  
 
2.  What is Jack doing?  
 
3.  What is the first thing Jack asks for when he comes out of the forest?  
 
4.  What are Ralph and Simon doing?  
 
5.  What is Ralph upset by?   
 
6.  What are Ralph’s feelings on meetings?   
 
7.  Describe the conflict between Jack and Ralph after Ralph says, “When the meeting is over they’d work for 
five minutes, then wander off or go hunting.”   
 
8.  Jack says he could have killed a pig if they could make what?   
 
9.  There are two reasons why Ralph thinks it is really important to have shelter.  What are they? 
 
 1.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 2.  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10.  Of what are the children still afraid?   
 
11.  What are Jack’s thoughts on rescue?   
 
12.  Where must the pigs be hiding during the hot day?   
 
13.  Where do Jack and Ralph assume Simon is?   
 
14.  Where is Simon really?  



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 4 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 dazzle paint  British term for camouflage; used to disguise troops, ships, and guns 
 
 bloody [Vulgar Brit. Slang]   cursed; damned 
 
 One for his nob    a hit on his head 
 
 Give him a fourpenny one   hit him on the jaw 
  
 blatant______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 belligerence__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 chastisement_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 impalpable___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 myriad______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 appalled_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 malevolent___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ravenous____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 imagery_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What do the first two paragraphs describe?   
 
2.  How is this description important symbolically to the story?   
 
3.  What have the littluns grown used to because of their eating habits?  
 
4.  Who are the three boys building sand castles?   
 
5.   Who is the leader of the three?  What reason is given for him being leader?   
 
6.  Who cries and why?   
 
7.  Of what duty have Roger and Maurice just been relieved?   



 
8.  Of what does Maurice feel a bit guilty?   
 
9.  What catches Henry’s interest on the beach?   
 
10. What almost hits Roger?  
 
11.  What keeps Roger from throwing the stones at Henry?  
 
12.   What is Jack doing to himself and why? 
 
13.  Who is all with Jack in the forest?  
 
14.  What is a strange detail of Piggy’s hair?   
 
15.  What does Piggy suggest making that Ralph ignores? 
 
16.  What does Ralph see in the distance?   
 
17.  What happened to the smoke on the mountain?  How does Ralph react?   
 
18.  What does Jack return with?  
 
19.  What do the boys chant upon their return?   
 
20.  What happens to Piggy after he yells at Jack for letting the fire go out?   
 
21.  Who gives Piggy his piece of meat?   
 
22.  What does Jack do in response to this?   
 
23.  What does Maurice pretend to be?   
 
24.  What does Ralph decide to do at the end of the chapter?  



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 5 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 Taken short   informal phrase for having diarrhea 
 
 jeer_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ludicrous____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 effigy______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 lament______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 reverence___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 derisive_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 decorum____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 

foreshadow__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 conflict_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  external:  ____________ vs. ________________ 
 
       ____________ vs. ________________ 
 
       ____________ vs. ________________ 
   

internal:   ____________ vs. ________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What does Ralph decide about the meeting that he is about to have?   
 
2.  What does this say about how Ralph is changing?   
 
3.  What does Ralph start to realize about his appearance?   
 
4.  What did Ralph, Jack, and Piggy not have the “wit” to do?   
 
5.  What does Ralph realize a chief needs to be able to do?   
 
6.  Where does Piggy stand at the beginning of the assembly?   
 



7.  What is the first thing Ralph lists as something that the boys have failed to do?   
 
8.  What is Ralph’s second complaint?   
 
9. What is Ralph’s third complaint?   
 
10.  What do all the littluns laugh about while Ralph is talking?  
 
11.  What is Ralph’s fourth command?   
 
12.  What does Ralph say about fires for cooking?   
 
13.  What is the last thing Ralph tries to talk about before he loses control?  
 
14.  What does Jack have to say about the littluns’ fear?   
 
15.  What did the boy named Phil think he saw?  
 
16.  What did the boy really see?   
 
17.  How does Maurice get the littluns to stop crying?   
 
18.  According to Percival, where does the beast live?   
 
19.  What does Simon suggest about the beast?   
 
20.  What do the boys vote on?   
 
21.  Why does Ralph not blow the conch?   
 
22.  Why is Piggy afraid of Ralph giving up control?   
 
 



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 6 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 interminable_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 embroil_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 diffident_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 chasm______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 leviathan____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 exulting_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 mutinous____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 

dramatic irony_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 theme________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 motif_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Some motifs from this story?  _________________________; _________________________; 
 
   ______________________ ;  _________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What is happening in the air while the boys sleep?   
 
2.  What sign is sent to the boys that they don’t get to read?  
 
3.  What do Sam and Eric think they see?  
 
4.  What do they really see?  
 
5.  How do Sam and Eric exaggerate what they saw?   
 
6.  When Jack follows Ralph up the rocks, what does he think the castle rock would be good for?   
 
7.  About what do Ralph and Jack argue?  



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 7 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 sage________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 daunting_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 impervious___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 bravado_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 

foil________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 example:  __________________  & ___________________ 

 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What does Simon say to Ralph?   
 
2.  What sarcastic remark does Ralph have in response?  
 
3.  What is discouraging Ralph in regard to being rescued?   
 
4.  What does Ralph accomplish that he is quite proud of?   
 
5.  What happens to Jack during the pig hunt?  
 
6.  Who hurts his butt during the game of pretend pig hunt?   
 
7.  What does Simon offer?   
 
8.  What does Ralph ask Jack that makes the boys uncomfortable?  
 
9.  All but what three boys remain to go up the mountain?   
 
10.  What do the three boys see on the mountain?  



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 8 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 prefect______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 sanctity_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 demure______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 fervor_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 sufficient____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 climax______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 personification________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What two things does Ralph say that insults Jack?   
 
2.  Who calls the meeting?   
 
3.  List two reasons that Jack offers for why Ralph is not a proper chief.  
 
4.  What kind of vote does Jack call for?   
 
5.  What childish thing does Jack say after the vote doesn’t go his way?   
 
6.  What does Simon suggest doing?   
 
7.  Where does Piggy suggest building the fire?   
 
8.  Where do Maurice, Bill, and Roger go?   
 
9.  Where does Simon go?   
 
10.  What does Jack rub all over Maurice?   
 
11.  What do they do with the sharpened stick?   
 
12.  What is the pig’s head name?   
 
13.  When Jack comes for the fire, what is he wearing?   



 
14.  How does Jack try to tempt the boys who have stayed with Ralph?  
 
15.  What does the Lord of the Flies say to Simon about having fun?   
 



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 9 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 interspersed__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
corpulent____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 looming_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 derision_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 succulent____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 saunter______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 demented____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 Tone/mood__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What does Simon find on the mountain?   
 
2.  What does Simon do after smelling the dead body?   
 
3.  Which side of the island had a little bit of smoke?   
 
4.  What does this imply about who most of the boys are following?   
 
5.  What is Piggy sure is going to happen?   
 
6.  What does Piggy suggest doing?   
 
7.  What does Jack wave when he speaks?   
 
8.  After the boys have eaten all they want, Jack and Ralph try to persuade the boys do what?   
 
9.  What does Jack say about the conch?   
 
10.  Whose side do most the boys choose?   
 
11.  What is the chant?  How has it changed from previous chapters?   
 
12.  What does Simon try to tell the boys?  



 
13.  What happens to Simon?  
 
14.  What happens to the man on the parachute?  



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 10 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 barmy [British]  crazy 
 
 befoul______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 illumination__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 assimilate____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 theology_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 purge_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 falling action________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 protagonist__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Who is the protagonist of the story?_________________________________________________ 
 
 antagonist___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  Who is the antagonist of the story?__________________________________________________ 
 
 allusion_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  Who is left on Ralph’s side of the island?  
 
2.  About what is Ralph feeling guilty?   
 
3.  What injuries did Samneric suffer from the night before?   
 
4.  What is Robert’s job?   
 
5.  What weapon does Jack’s tribe have to protect the entrance of the Castle Rock?   
 
6.  What does Robert tell Roger that Jack is going to do?   
 
7.  What does Bill ask that makes Jack blush?   
 
8.  What does Ralph recall hearing from Simon and seeing in the sky?   



 
9.  What do Ralph, Piggy, and Samneric decide about the fire?   
 
10.  What happens while Piggy, Ralph, and Samneric sleep in the shelter?   
 
11.  What does Jack steal?   



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 11 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 luminous___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 myopia_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 multitudinous________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 unquenchable________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 impenetrable_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 quaver______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ludicrous____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 saber_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 cessation____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 talisman_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 delirious_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 
 allegory____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 fable_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  Although it is totally ineffective, what does Piggy urge Ralph to do?  
 
2.  What reason does Piggy say he is going to give Jack for why he should give him back his glasses?   
 
3.  What does Piggy suggest they can do with their hair?   
 
4.  What is Ralph’s response to this suggestion?   
 
5.  What does Ralph do once at the entrance of the Castle Rock?   
 
6.  What does Roger do to the twins when they first arrive at the Castle Rock?   
 
7.  What does Ralph call Jack that angers him?   



 
8.  What happens in response to Ralph calling Jack this name?   
 
9.  What happens to Samneric?   
 
10.  What happens to Piggy?   
 
11.  What happens to Ralph?   



Name_______________________ 
Pd._______________ 

 
Lord of the Flies: Chapter 12 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel. 
 
 inimical_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ululation____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ensconce____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 cordon______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 obscurity____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 elephantine__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 

irony___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 situational irony____________________________________________________ 
 
  Example: ___________________________________________________ 
  
 dramatic irony_____________________________________________________ 
 
 verbal irony_______________________________________________________ 
 
resolution_______________________________________________________________ 

 
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What happened to Samneric to make them join up with Jack’s tribe and guard the entrance of Castle Rock?   
 
2.  What do they tell Ralph all the boys are going to do the next day?   
 
3.  What can you infer Roger and Jack intend to do with the stick that sharpened at both ends?   
 
4.  What does one of the twins give to Ralph as he leaves?   
 
5.  What happens to Samneric after Ralph leaves?   
 
6.  How do the chief and Roger know where Ralph is hiding?   
 
7.  What are the two methods that the boys use to get Ralph out of the hiding spot?   
 
8.  How were the boys communicating?   



 
9.  What two options did Ralph think he had for escape?   
 
10.  What happens to the island that turns out to be good?   
 
11.  Who says he is boss when the officer asks? 
 
12.  The British officer says, “I should have thought that a pack of British boys . . . would have been able to put 
up a better show than that.”   
What does he mean?   
How is this hypocritical?  
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